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8427722 Tanuary 5,2012
FIN-10.10

'VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY
MEMORANDUM

All Bureau of Reclamation Employees

Deborah Nicholson /s Acting For
Manager, Finance and Accounting Division

Subject: Mileage Rates for 2012
The General Services Administration (GSA) has notified Agencies that mileage reimbursement
rates for Federal Employees who use Privately-owned Vehicles (POV) while on official travel
will not change.

The rates for the use of these modes of transportation, effective January 1, 2012, are as follows:

+ POV remains at $.51 cents per mile.

« Privately-owned airplane remains at $1.29 per mile.
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August 1, 2012
Delta Science Conference 2012

Brown-Nichols Award Selection Committee
Re: Letter of Support for Dr. Wim Kimmerer

Dear Selection Committee Members,
I understand a number of individuals are submitting nomination letters in support of Dr. Wim Kimmerer for the Brown-Nichols Award.  By now, you have gathered that Dr. Kimmerer has arguably one of the most robust publication records in the scientific community on ecological and management topics in the San Francisco Estuary.  Clearly, Dr. Kimmerer’s professional accomplishments fulfill the prerequisite for nomination of this prestigious award. This letter supports Dr. Kimmerer’s nomination in his role as mentor, educator, and ambassador of science in the San Francisco Estuary. 
First and foremost, Dr. Kimmerer is an excellent, caring, and inspiring mentor.  In my early professional days, I was afforded the opportunity to lead a high profile fish-restoration study in Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and was invited to present my results at various local workshops and conferences.  Although my presentations were not polished or sophisticated, Dr. Kimmerer was one of the first senior scientists to recognize my efforts with positive words of encouragement.   At the same time, Dr. Kimmerer challenged some of my interpretations and conclusions.  This is something that Dr. Kimmerer is well known for in the scientific community, challenging researchers to think if their conclusions are fully supported by the results.  For some, including myself, nothing was more gut wrenching than to see Dr. Kimmerer’s eyebrow and hand raise during a question and answer period.  However, Dr. Kimmerer’s questions were never belittling.  In fact, his questions always improved the manner in which you thought about your data.  Nowadays, if I know that Dr. Kimmerer is going to be at one of my presentations, I go over my results and conclusions several times and think about potential questions that Dr. Kimmerer will spring on me for he has a knack for catching holes in any story.  Ultimately, this process has not only improved my presentations, but my peer-review manuscripts as well.  I know that I am not alone in feeling inspired to do better science by Dr. Kimmerer.  Several of my colleagues speak fondly of the ol’ Dr. Kimmerer eyebrow raise and how it is a necessary but purposeful rite of passage to conducting research in this estuary.
In 1999, I started a M.S program at San Francisco State University in Dr. Kimmerer’s lab.  This was one of the most rewarding periods in my professional career.  Dr. Kimmerer challenged me on a constant basis in class and in lab meetings but never treated me or the other students like underlings.  In fact, Dr. Kimmerer treated me more like a colleague on equal footing, which makes me chuckle as I reminisce back because Dr. Kimmerer is by far one of the most intelligent people I have ever met and I was just an early career scientist.  But that is the thing about Dr. Kimmerer, he mentors students according to their individual talents, promoting a respectful and positive learning environment.  I believe this is a rare and extraordinary gift of Dr. Kimmerer, one that has directly benefitted our scientific community. Dr. Kimmerer’s students (undergraduate, graduate, and post-doctoral) and alumni have published numerous research papers on the San Francisco Estuary in local and national journals alike.  Further, many of his students continued onto Ph.D. programs (including myself) and some now hold high research positions in county, state, and federal work forces.  Ultimately, Dr. Kimmerer’s legacy will not be solely distinguished by his own impressive track record but also by the life work undertaken by the army of students and other career scientists that he has mentored through the years. 

Finally, I just want to convey to the committee that Dr. Kimmerer is more than just a outstanding scientist.  He is a warm and caring individual who I am honored to call a good friend. During my M.S. program, I was going through a challenging personal time in my life. Dr. Kimmerer was understanding and encouraged me to take time off. In showing a human side, I was determined more than ever to finish my M.S. program, an achievement I am very proud of to this day.  I gained the utmost respect for Dr. Kimmerer this past year when one of my closest colleagues was publicly excoriated by a federal judge for “not being honest” in the courtroom over a lawsuit involving fish and water.  Dr. Kimmerer was the first and most prominent members of the scientific community to “come to bat” for my colleague at a time when my own agency remained quiet. He wrote a letter of support for my colleague to the whole chain of command in my agency (including the Director and Commissioner of Reclamation), stating that he has known my colleague for many years and that his science was credible, top-notch, and that court was not the venue for understanding or debating science. My colleague was later exonerated of any wrong doing by an independent panel but it was the letter of support from Dr. Kimmerer that meant the world to the colleague. That is who Dr. Kimmerer is, the ultimate ambassador of science in the San Francisco Estuary.  I cannot imagine a person or scientist more deserving of the Brown-Nichols Award.  It is with great enthusiasm and honor that I nominate Dr. Kimmerer for this award.

Sincerely, 
Lenny Grimaldo, Ph.D.
Fish Biologist

Bay-Delta Office, US Bureau of Reclamation

801 I Street, Suite 140

Sacramento, CA 95814

Phone: (415) 823-1372
Email: lgrimaldo@usbr.gov
